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Board of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission 
May 5th, 2026 - 6:00 PM



Opening
Chairman Charlie Orrel welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.

Roll Call
Present: Chad Flowers, Marie Fortanez, Andy Harper, Yuridia Maldonado, Wayne Joyner, Mack Roberts, Kim Tice, and Charlie Orrel

Members Not Present: Yuridia Maldonado, Wayne Joyner

Staff
· Carlos Nevarez, Planning Director 
· Kefi Maxwell, Planning Staff 
· Denise Grabowski, Symbioscity (Consultant) 
· Jim Gerard, City Attorney

Visitors
Enclosed.



Call to Order.

Approval of Agenda

Chairman Orrel opens the first item of the agenda to approve the April 7th, 2026, agenda. 1st Motion: Kim Tice and Chad Flowers motions to approve the agenda. All in favor of the motion.

Board of Zoning Appeals
 
Five cases were heard by the Board.

USE-26-0001: Short-Term Rental Request – 34 Harrell Drive

Chairman Orrel opened the public hearing for USE-26-0001.

The applicant/agent, Aleksandrina Arnold, approached the podium and spoke in support of the request. 

Public comment was opened and subsequently closed.

Following discussion from the Board, a motion was made to approve the request.

Roll Call Vote: Mack Roberts, Andy Harper, Kim Tice, Chad Flowers, Marie Fortanez, and Charlie Orrel voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

VAR-26-0001: Fence and Wall Ordinance Variance – 102 Salt Creek Road

Chairman Orrel opened the public hearing for VAR-26-0001.

No public comment was made regarding the request.

Following brief discussion from the Board, a motion was made to table the item. Chad Flowers made the 1st Motion, followed by a second motion from Kim Tice. All in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

VAR-26-0002: Container Storage Variance – 4405 Tremond Road

Chairman Orrel opened the public hearing for VAR-26-0002.

The applicant’s agent, Joshua Yellin, approached the podium and stated that the property owner was present via speakerphone. The agent expressed support for the variance and disclosed that substantial efforts had been made to improve and rehabilitate the property from its previous condition with previous owner.

Members of the Board and City Council discussed the request, with comments noting Garden City’s support for business development while also balancing surrounding impacts.

An extended discussion followed with request for more information on neighboring properties, inventory mapping, height and safety concerns, and potential buffering requirements for the surrounding vicinity. 

Public comment was then closed.

A motion was initially made by Mack Roberts and Kim Tice to table the request; however, following guidance from the City Attorney, the Board instead moved to postpone the item until the June 2026 meeting for additional information and review.

Motion to postpone by Kim Tice, seconded by Mack Roberts. All in favor of the motion. Motion carried.


VAR-26-0003: Existing Non-Conforming Use – 204 Dean Forest Road

Chairman Orrel opened the public hearing for VAR-26-0003.

The applicant’s agent approached the podium; however, due to a discrepancy identified within the staff report regarding the property zoning designation (I-7 versus I-2), the Board expressed a desire for additional time to review the request. As a result, the applicant declined to proceed with a presentation until the following meeting.

Discussion followed regarding postponement of the request until the June 2nd, 2026, meeting.

Mack Roberts made the 1st Motion to postpone, followed by a second motion from Chad Flowers. All in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

VAR-26-0004: Buffer Variance – 350 Main Street

Chairman Orrel opened the public hearing for VAR-26-0004.

The petitioner approached the podium but stated that the contractor representing the project was absent. 

The petitioner had trouble communicating details regarding the proposal.

Neighboring property owner Nina Scott, 319 Main Street, approached the podium requesting clarification regarding the proposed development. Planning Staff displayed the project map on-screen and provided additional information regarding the petitioner’s request.

The owner of the Kingston Hotel, at 174 Minue Ave, also spoke and asked whether the proposed development would encroach upon his property’s pond area. Planning Director clarified that additional design details would be addressed during future meetings associated with the General Development Plan process.

Following discussion, a motion was made to postpone the request. Chad Flowers made the 1st Motion, followed by a second motion from Marie Fortanez. All in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

Chairman Orrel requests a motion to adjourn the Board of Zoning Appeals meeting. 1st Motion by Chad Flower, followed by a second motion from Marie Fortanez All in favor of the motion.



Planning Commission

No cases were presented before the Planning Commission. Chairman Orrel requested a motion to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting. All in favor of the motion. Motion carried.

FINDINGS:
The Planning Commission finds that the proposed amendments improve clarity and administration of the zoning ordinance and support City Council’s role as the final decision-making authority.
Respectfully submitted,
Kefi Maxwell


