Minutes
Board of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission
April 7th, 2026 – 6:00pm					
Board of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission 
April 7th, 2026 - 6:00 PM


Opening: Chairman Charlie Orrel called the meeting to order.

Roll Call: Chad Flowers, Marie Fortanez, Andy Harper, Yuridia Maldonado, Wayne Joyner, Mack Roberts, Kim Tice, and Charlie Orrel

Members present: Marie Fortanez, Andy Harper, Mack Roberts, Kim Tice, and Charlie Orrel

Staff:  Carlos Nevarez (Planning Director), Kefi Maxwell (Planning Staff), Denise Grabowski: Planning Manager (Consultant)

Visitors: None present 



Board of Zoning Appeals
 
No Cases; Charlie Orrel requests a motion to adjourn the BOA meeting, Kim Tice 1st motion, and Andy Harper 2nd motion. All in favor.
 
Planning Commission
NEW BUSINESS
Petition #TAM-26-001
Request: Text Amendment – Section 90-96 (Fence Ordinance)
During introduction of the item, staff referenced ongoing fencing-related issues within the City, including concerns regarding pre-existing fences that do not comply with proposed updated standards. 
Public Hearing:
Chairman Orrel opened the floor for questions, comments and those in favor of the request.
Felicia Hardy, resident of 1413 Big Hill Road, expressed concerns over pre-existing fences that don’t support their new text amendment. 
Staff Response:
The Director explained that existing nonconforming fences may remain; however, if replaced or modified, they must comply with the updated code.
Chairman Orrel closed the public hearing.
Presentation:
Denise Grabowski (Planning Consultant) presented a PowerPoint explaining the current fence ordinance and the need to clarify code language and reduce variance requests. Examples of different fencing styles were also displayed for both residential and commercial properties.
Board Discussion:
The Commission discussed applicability of the amendment across zoning districts and material types. It was noted that added material will require planning commission’s approval.
Action:
The Commission proceeded to action. All members approved Petition #TAM-26-001.

PETITION #TAM-26-002
Request: Text Amendment – Apiary Use (Sections 90-5(b) and 90-47)
Presentation:
Staff presented the request to add “Apiary” as a permitted use within the zoning ordinance.
Public Hearing:
Chairman Orrel opened the floor for questions, comments and those in favor of the request.
No one spoke.
Chairman Orrel closed the public hearing.
Board Discussion:
The Commission discussed implementation and compatibility with existing zoning districts.
Action:
Chairman Orrel made a motion to approve Petition #TAM-26-002 as presented.
Kim Tice seconded the motion.
VOTE:
The motion passed unanimously.

FINDINGS:
The Planning Commission finds that the proposed amendments improve clarity and administration of the zoning ordinance and support City Council’s role as the final decision-making authority.
Respectfully submitted
Kefi Maxwell


