
    Pre-Agenda Session @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, March 16, 2020 – 6:00 p.m. 

 OPENING 
 Call to Order 

 Invocation Pastor Dale Simmons, Jasper Springs Baptist Church 

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call 

 Presentations:   
o 2019 Garden City Police Officer of the Year – Shane Glasco 

 
 RECEIVE INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Informal Public Comment – Speaker Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City believes that any member of the general public should be afforded the opportunity to 
address the City Council provided that designated rules are followed by the speaker.  Any member of the public 
who wishes to address the City Council and offer public comment on items within the City Council’s jurisdiction, 
may do so during the Informal Public Comment period of the meeting.  However, no formal action will be taken 
on matters that are not part of the posted agenda.  Informal Public Comments are scheduled for a total of fifteen 
(15) minutes and each person will be limited to three (3) minutes. In order to ensure the opportunity for all those 
desiring to speak before the Council, there is no yielding of time to another speaker.  Speakers not heard during 
the limited fifteen (15) minute period will be first to present their comments at the next Council meeting.  The 
opportunity to address City Council on a topic of his/her choice shall be used by an individual only one (1) time per 
month.  It may not be used to continue discussion on an agenda item that has already been held as a public hearing. 
Matters under negotiation, litigation, or related to personnel will not be discussed. If a member of the general 
public would like to address the City Council during the Informal Public Comment portion of the meeting, please 
respectfully indicate your desire to address the City Council when the Mayor solicits members of the general public 
to come forward and speak.  You will be recognized by the Mayor and asked to come forward to the podium so 
that you can address the City Council in accordance with the rules outlined herein.   Once the speaker has been 
recognized to speak, he/she will be given three (3) minutes to address the City Council.  The speaker should not 
attempt to engage the City Council and/or Staff in a discussion/dialogue and the speaker should not ask specific 
questions with the expectation that an immediate answer will be provided as part of the three (3) minute time 
frame since that is not the intent of the Informal Public Comment period.  If the speaker poses a question or makes 
a request of the City, the Mayor may refer the issue or request to the City Manager for follow up.  At the conclusion 
of the three (3) minute time period, the speaker will be notified that his/her time has elapsed and the next speaker 
will be recognized to come forward to the podium and address the City Council.  The Mayor may rule out of order 
any Speaker who uses abusive or indecorous language, if the subject matter does not pertain to the City of Garden 
City, or if the Speaker(s) attempts to engage the City Council Members in a discussion or dialogue on issues.  City 
Council shall not discuss non-agendized matters because it does not give the public adequate notice.  Accordingly, 
City Council shall be limited to asking factual and clarifying questions of staff, and when appropriate, the Council 
may consider placing a matter on a future agenda.  In addition, it is not reasonable to expect staff to respond to 
any of a variety of issues on which they may or may not be prepared to respond to on a moment’s notice, so the 
City Manager may respond, or direct staff to respond at a later time. 
 



 RECEIVE FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
 2020 Census Chatham County Counts Update by Ms. Tara Jones, Complete Count Coordinator, 

Coastal Georgia Indicators Coalition   

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formal Public Comment – City Council Agenda Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City has identified this portion of the meeting to allow individuals an opportunity to formally 
address the City Council on issues of importance.  Garden City requires that individuals who desire to formally 
address the City Council submit a written request form outlining the subject matter that they intend to discuss so 
that they can be placed on the meeting agenda.  Members of the public desiring to be placed on the agenda to 
present or address matters to the City Council must submit a formal “REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA” form to the Office of the City Manager at least 10 days prior to the requested City Council 
meeting date that you wish to speak.  City Council meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month 
so the request must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the Friday which constitutes 10 days prior.  The 
request can be done in person, regular mail, fax or e-mail and the speaker should obtain acknowledgement of the 
request from the City to demonstrate that the 10 day requirement has been met.  The request form may be 
obtained from the Office of the City Manager and on the City’s website www.gardencity-ga.gov.  The request 
should state the name of the individual(s) desiring to be heard and the subject matter to be presented to City 
Council.  Requests may be referred at the discretion of the City Manager, to appropriate staff for mediation prior 
to being placed on the public agenda.  Please be advised the completion of a request form does not entitle the 
speaker to be added to the agenda. 
 

Speaking to a Public Hearing Item Protocol 

In the interests of time and to ensure fairness of all persons who appear before the City Council to speak for or 
against a public hearing item, speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes each to address City Council except as 
described herein.  One speaker for the Petitioner may address the City Council for no more than 10 minutes, 
unless extended by the Mayor.  In an effort help the City Council and the general public to better understand the 
issues, the Mayor may request that a City staff member address the City Council from the podium.  Speakers 
from the general public may only speak when recognized by the Mayor during the public hearing.  Speakers will 
be asked to come to the podium to address the City Council for three (3) minutes and they shall state their name 
and resident address for the record.   

Speakers addressing City Council on a public hearing item should coordinate comments to respect City Council’s 
time limits.  Groups should select a spokesperson to present the major points that summarize their position and 
opinions.  Speakers are urged to be brief and non-repetitive with their comments.  Comments shall specifically 
address the public hearing item before the City Council, and the speaker shall maintain appropriate tone and 
decorum when addressing the City Council.  City Council may ask questions of the applicant, speakers, or staff 
during these proceedings only for the purpose of clarifying information.  The speaker shall not direct derogatory 
comments to any individual, organization, or business.  At the conclusion of the three (3) minute time period, the 
speaker will be notified that his/her time has elapsed and the next speaker will be recognized to come forward 
to the podium and address the City Council.  Once the public hearing is closed on an item, there will be no 
further opportunity for formal or informal public input at a City Council meeting. 
 

http://www.gardencity-ga.gov/


 
 

 

  

PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PROPOSED ZONING DECISIONS BEFORE 
GARDEN CITY’S MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF  

CITY COUNCIL’S ZONING POWER 
 
Procedures for Conducting Public Hearings on Proposed Zoning Decisions: 
All public hearings conducted by the Mayor and Council on Garden City, Georgia, on proposed zoning decisions shall 
be conducted as follows: 

(1) All public hearings by the Mayor and Council on zoning amendments shall be chaired by the 
Mayor. 

(2) The Mayor shall open the hearing by stating the specific zoning amendment being considered 
at the public hearing and further stating that printed copies of the adopted standards 
governing the exercise of the Mayor and Council’s zoning power and the procedures 
governing the hearing are available to the public. 

(3) The Director of the City’s Planning and Zoning Department shall advise the Mayor and 
Council of the recommendation of the Planning Commission when applicable. 

(4) The Mayor shall determine the number of attendees who desire to testify or present evidence 
at the hearing. 

(5) When there is a large number of individuals wishing to testify at a hearing, the Mayor may 
invoke time limits on individual speakers.  In such cases, these time limits shall apply to all 
speakers.  Proponents, including the petitioner or the petitioner’s agent requesting the zoning 
decision, shall have no less than ten (10) minutes for the presentation of data, evidence, and 
expert opinions; opponents of the proposed decision shall have an equal minimum period of 
time.  The Mayor may grant additional time; provided, however, an equal period of time shall 
be granted both sides. 

(6) The petitioner requesting such zoning decision, or the applicant’s agent, shall be recognized 
first and shall be permitted to present and explain the request for the zoning decision.  
Thereafter, all individuals who so desire shall be permitted to speak in favor of the zoning 
decision. 

(7) After all individuals have had an opportunity to speak in accordance with subparagraph (6) 
above, those individuals present at the public hearing who wish to speak in opposition to the 
requested zoning decision shall have an opportunity to speak. 

(8) The Mayor may limit repetitious comments in the interest of time and may call for a show of 
hands of those persons present in favor of or opposed to the proposed decision. 

(9) It shall be the duty of the Mayor to maintain decorum and to assure the public hearing on the 
proposed decision is conducted in a fair and orderly manner. 

(10) Once all parties have concluded their testimony, the Mayor shall adjourn the public hearing. 
Standards Governing the Exercise of The Zoning Powers of Garden City’s Mayor and Council: 
Prior to making a zoning amendment, the Mayor and Council shall evaluate the merits of a proposed 
amendment according to the following criteria: 

(1) Is this request a logical extension of a zoning boundary which would improve the pattern of 
uses in the general area? 

(2) Is this spot zoning and generally unrelated to either existing zoning or the pattern of 
development of the area? 

(3) Could traffic created by the proposed use or other uses permissible under the zoning sought 
traverse established single-family neighborhoods on minor streets, leading to congestion, 
noise, and traffic hazards? 

(4) Will this request place irreversible limitations or cause material detriment on the area 
similarly zoned as it is or on future plans for it? 

(5) Is there an imminent need for the rezoning and is the property likely to be used for the use 
requested? 

(6) Would the proposed use precipitate similar requests which would generate or accelerate 
adverse land use changes in the zone or neighborhood? 

 



 
 Public Hearings 

 PC1929, Major Subdivision Request:  Receipt of public comment on a request by Harold Tessendorf 
representing property owner Habitat for Humanity for preliminary plan review for a major subdivision 
of Spivey Avenue residential development to be located at Spivey Avenue.    
 

 Approval of City Council Minutes   
 Consideration of City Council Minutes (3/2/20) and Workshop Synopsis (3/9/20) 

 
 Staff Reports  

 Receive monthly report from Planning, Zoning & Building Department 
 Receive monthly report from Public Works Department 
 Receive monthly report from Police Department 
 Receive monthly report from Fire Department 

    
 City Manager’s Updates & Announcements  

 
 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 Resolution, Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) Consent Order:  A resolution authorizing 

the City Manager to execute a Consent Order with the Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources setting forth measures to be taken by the City to ensure compliance 
by the City’s water system with the provisions of the Georgia Safe Drinking Act of 1977.      

 
 Resolution, City Hall Refinancing:  A resolution of the Mayor and Council of the City of Garden City, 

Georgia authorizing, among other things, certain items relating to the refinancing of certain outstanding 
certificates of participation.   
 

 Revised FY2020 Garden City Regulatory Fees Schedule: Consideration by the Mayor and City Council to 
approve the revised FY2020 Garden City Regulatory Fees Schedule with an effective date of May 1, 2020.   
 
 

 ADJOURN        
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M I N U T E S 
City Council Meeting 

Monday, March 2, 2020 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Call to Order:  Mayor Bethune called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Opening:  Pastor Ashely Randall, Garden City United Methodist Church gave the invocation and Mayor 
Bethune led City Council in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
 
Attendees: 
City Council Members:  Mayor Don Bethune, Councilmember Marcia Daniel, Councilmember Richard 
Lassiter, Jr., Councilmember Natalyn Morris, Councilmember Debbie Ruiz and Councilmember Kim Tice.   
Absent:  Mayor Pro-tem Bessie Kicklighter.  Mayor Bethune stated that Mayor Pro-tem Kicklighter is under 
the weather tonight.   
 
Staff Members:  Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, 
Finance Director/Clerk of Council; Ben Brengman, IT Director; Cliff Ducey, Parks/Recreation Director; 
Gilbert Ballard, Chief of Police; Corbin Medeiros, Fire Chief and Scott Robider, City Marshal.  
 
Informal Public Comment:  Mayor Bethune opened the floor to receive comment from the audience.   
 
Pastor Randall stated that he just got back from Washington DC where he was lobbying on the behalf of 
the ONE Campaign for Global Vaccination ordinances for the delivery of vaccinations to children all around 
the world.   
 
There being no further questions or comments from the audience, Mayor Bethune closed the informal 
public comment portion of the meeting.   
 
Public Hearings: 
Alcoholic Beverage License Application:  Mayor Bethune opened the public hearing to receive public 
comment on an alcoholic beverage license application made by Vikram S. Shah to sell wines, beer and/or 
malt beverages at the Pump & Go, 4820 Augusta Road, Garden City.   
 
Mayor Bethune asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor or against the application.  There 
being no one to speak for or against the application, Mayor Bethune closed the public hearing.  

 
Alcoholic Beverage Manager’s Application:  Mayor Bethune opened the public hearing to receive public 
comment on an alcoholic beverage license manager’s application made by Helen B. Edenfield to sell wines, 
beer and/or malt beverages at the Pump & Go, 4820 Augusta Road, Garden City. 
 
Mayor Bethune asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor or against the application.   There 
being no one to speak for or against the application, Mayor Bethune closed the public hearing.  
 
City Council Minutes:  Councilmember Daniel made a motion to approve the City Council Minutes dated 
2/17/20 as amended and the Workshop Synopsis dated 2/24/20 as presented.  The motion was seconded 
by Councilmember Lassiter and passed without opposition.  
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Staff Reports: 
City Manager presented the Human Resources Department’s report for the month February.  
IT Director presented the Information Technology Department’s report for the month of February. 
Recreation Director presented the Parks and Recreation Department’s report for the month of February.  
 
City Manager’s Updates and Announcements:  City Manager stated that he did not have any updates or 
announcements to report. 
 
Items for Consideration: 
First Reading - Ordinance, Zoning Map Amendment: Clerk of Council read for the first reading the heading of 
an ordinance to amend the zoning ordinance and map of Garden City, Georgia, as amended; to rezone tract 
“A” of Lot 14, Dogwood tract, Garden City, Chatham County, Georgia, measuring 4.314 acres, and more 
commonly known as 702 U.S. Highway 80, Garden City, Georgia, owned by Prit Pritya, LLC, from its present 
zoning classification of “C-2A” to an “I-2” zoning classification.   

Councilmember Tice made a motion to deny the zoning map amendment.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Ruiz and passed with Councilmember Lassiter in opposition.  

Resolution, FY2019 Year-End Budget Amendment – General Fund:  Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution to amend the fiscal year 2019 General Operating Fund Budget to adjust for the differences between 
the originally adopted and presently projected revenues and expenditures for certain of the various line items 
in the City’s General Fund Budget.  

Councilmember Daniel made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Tice and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, FY2019 Year-End Budget Amendments – Enterprise Funds:  Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution to amend the fiscal year 2019 budgets for the four Enterprise Funds (Fire Protection Fund, 
Stormwater Fund, Sanitation Fund and Water/Sewer Fund); to adjust for the differences between the originally 
adopted and presently projected revenues and expenditures for certain of the various line items in the budgets 
of the four different Enterprise Funds.  

Councilmember Ruiz made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, FY2019 Year-End Budget Amendments – SPLOST Fund:  Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution to amend the fiscal year 2019 SPLOST Fund budget; to adjust for the differences between the 
originally adopted and presently projected revenues and expenditures for certain of the various line items in 
the SPLOST Fund budget.  

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, FY2019 Year-End Budget Amendments – Special Revenue Funds:  Clerk of Council read the 
heading of a resolution to amend the fiscal year 2019 budgets for the three Special Revenue Funds ( Confiscated 
Assets Fund, Hotel/Motel Tax Fund, & Tourism Fund) ; to adjust for the differences between the originally 
adopted and presently projected revenues and expenditures for certain of the various line items in the budgets 
of the three different Special Revenue Funds.    

Councilmember Ruiz made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  
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Resolution, GMA Master Lease Supplement for 2020 Police Vehicles: Clerk of Council read a resolution 
authorizing the City Manager to execute and put into effect one or more Lease Supplements pursuant to the 
Master Lease dated as of April 21, 2003, with Georgia Municipal Association, Inc, for the purchase of (6) Dodge 
Durango SSV vehicles plus the cost of equipping same, estimated to be $300,000.00.  

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Ruiz and passed without opposition.  

Resolution, ClearWater Solutions Contract Amendment: Clerk of Council read a resolution authorizing the City 
of Garden City, Georgia, to amend its service contract with ClearWater Solutions, LLC, to include the provision 
of Code Enforcement and Stormwater Inspection Services to be performed by qualified personnel; to authorize 
the City Manager to execute the service contract amendment for such services.  

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed with Councilmember Morris in opposition.  

Resolution, Convention Visitors Bureau Joint Appointment:  Clerk of Council read a resolution by the Mayor 
and Council to reappoint Patt Gunn and Ed Chapman to the Garden City Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Authority to serve as voting members thereof from the effective date of this Resolution until their respective 
successors are appointed within 45 days of the first meeting of the Mayor and City Council in January 2023.    

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Convention Visitors Bureau Councilmember Appointments:   

 Councilmember Lassiter appointed Lena Harris 
 Councilmember Morris appointed Rochelle Ferguson 
 Mayor Bethune on behalf of Councilmember Kicklighter appointed Curtis Faircloth  

Alcoholic Beverage License Application: Consideration by City Council to approve an alcoholic beverage license 
application made by Vikram S. Shah to sell wines, beer and/or malt beverages at the Pump & Go, 4820 Augusta 
Road, Garden City.   

Councilmember Tice made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  

Alcoholic Beverage License Manager’s Application:  Consideration by City Council to approve an alcoholic 
beverage license manager’s application made by Helen B. Edenfield to sell wines, beer and/or malt beverages 
at the Pump & Go, 4820 Augusta Road, Garden City. 

Councilmember Ruiz made a motion to adopt the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Daniel and passed without opposition.  

There being no further items to discuss, Mayor Bethune called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Upon 
motion by Councilmember Tice, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council adjourned at approximately 
6:26 p.m.   

 
 
Transcribed & submitted by:  Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  City Council 3/16/20 
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SYNOPSIS 
City Council Workshop 

Monday, March 9, 2020 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

Call to Order:  Mayor Bethune called the workshop to order at approximately 5:30 p.m. and gave the 
invocation.  
 
Attendees: 
City Council:  Mayor Don Bethune, Mayor Pro-tem Bessie Kicklighter, Councilmember Marcia Daniel, 
Councilmember Natalyn Morris, Councilmember Debbie Ruiz and Councilmember Kim Tice.  
Councilmember Lassiter arrived late due to heavy traffic.   
 
Staff:  Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Finance 
Director/Clerk of Council; Scott Robider, City Marshal; Ben Brengman, IT Director; Benny Googe, Public 
Works Director; Corbin Medeiros, Fire Chief and Gilbert Ballard, Chief of Police.  
 
Revisions to the 2020 Garden City Regulatory Fee Schedule:  City Manager stated that staff is 
recommending the removal of the building fee permit cap of $50,000 for large commercial and industrial 
projects that was made a part of the Schedule of Fees in the past.  Staff researched neighboring 
municipalities and they all operate their building permit program without a cap.  The removal of the 
existing cap would allow for the full cost of the building permit to be collected on large commercial and 
industrial projects.   
 
City Manager stated that staff is also recommending a revision to the City’s existing commercial building 
fee permit rate.  Staff compared the surrounding rate structures to our building permit program as it 
relates to similar commercial developments.  Based on staff’s analysis, the City is collecting considerably 
less than our neighboring municipalities.  As such, the staff is recommending that the rate be changed 
from its current $0.27 per square foot to $0.55 per square foot for climate-controlled space and from the 
current $0.22 per square foot to $0.40 per square foot for non-climate-controlled space.  
 
City Manager stated that staff believes the revisions will help us to more fully recover our costs associated 
with review and inspection of these types of projects while at the same time remaining competitive with 
the rates of our neighboring municipalities.  The recommended date for implementation of these revised 
fees is set for May 1, 2020.  
 
City Council recommended that staff place the revised Regulatory Fees Schedule on the March 16th council 
agenda for formal consideration.  
 
Georgia EPD Draft Consent Order:  City Manager stated that this Consent Order was issued to the City in 
connection with the September 2019 sampling incident that we discussed at the City Council Pre-agenda 
on February 17th and documented in the water customer’s utility bill that arrived on or about February 
24th.  Jim and I met with EPD and modifications have already been made to the City’s sampling protocol.  
There was never any contamination. The fine of $2,000 will be paid by the private contractor that 
managed and performed the sampling.   
 
City Council recommended that staff place the Consent Order on the March 16th council agenda for formal 
consideration.    
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McCraney Properties Development Agreement:  City Manager stated that a draft Development 
Agreement has been prepared through a collaborative between the City and the McCraney Property 
Company.  In total, McCraney will be financially responsible to pay for approximately $1.5 million in city 
street improvements and $2 million of water system improvements as part of the Development 
Agreement.   
 
City Manager stated that a draft of the Development Agreement will go before you all at the April 6th 
council meeting for formal consideration.  If the City Council votes to enter into the Development 
Agreement, then the City and McCraney will commence various activities and projects related to 
execution of the land development project.  
 
City Employee 2020 Longevity Pay Update:  City Manager stated that this is an annual program budgeted 
to provide an incentive to retain employees based on their number of years of service to the City.  Staff 
has looked at the financials for the first two months and resources are available in the budget to 
accommodate the processing of the longevity pay in early April. The total cost is estimated at 
approximately $87,500, which is consistent with the longevity pay benefit paid last year.   City Manager 
asked if there were any questions or comments in regards to the annual longevity program.  
 
Mayor Bethune stated that this program is good for the employees.    
 
City Council Communication & Data Devices:  City Manager stated that the IT Director researched the 
communication devices that our neighboring municipalities provide to their city council members.   
 
Councilmember Tice stated that she liked the iPad.   
 
Councilmember Morris stated that she liked having a choice between an iPad or cell phone.  
 
City Manager asked Councilmember Morris to get with the IT Director in regards to getting a cell phone 
and turning in her iPad. 
 
Councilmember Tice asked what would happen to the iPad.  City Manager stated that it would be used by 
employees.  
 
Public Works Department – Cost Effectiveness & Services Assessment:  City Marshal provided an 
overview of the services assessment cost saving benefits and the reduction of down-time related to 
vehicle repair with the City’s current fleet maintenance program.  This analysis is based on proven free-
market principles as they relate to customer service, production and contract pricing.   
 
City Manager stated that the City Marshal has already come up with a tracking system.  City Marshal 
stated that we have been testing the system with the police department.  The system will allow us to track 
the vehicles to see how much we are spending on repairs, etc.   The new police vehicles are already being 
serviced and/or repaired by vendors under warranty.   Any service maintenance/repairs over $200 would 
need approval by the department head.   
 
City Attorney asked if this was in line with the City’s purchasing policies, etc.  City Marshal replied, yes.   
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Councilmember Morris asked the City Marshal if he looked at any minority vendors.  City Marshal stated 
that he went to all vendors.    
 
Councilmember Daniel asked what is the turn around on repairs.  City Marshal stated that we would be 
priority customers.  
 
Councilmember Daniel asked are we implementing this.  City Manager stated that the new program is 
ready for implementation.    
 
Mayor’s Updates:  Mayor Bethune stated that we received a $2,500 check for the HR Department’s 
Wellness Grant.  He stated that there is a meeting scheduled at 6:00 p.m. tomorrow at Woodville 
Tompkins on the new Groves complex.     
 
City Manager’s Updates:  City Manager and Chief Medeiros provided an update on the precautions that 
the City is taking in regards to the coronavirus (COVID-19).  While there is no reason to panic, the staff is 
continuing to monitor the situation to ensure that we are prepared in case action is required.     
 
 
 
 
 
Transcribed & submitted by:  Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  City Council 3/16/20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    





















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: 3/16/2020 
 
SUBJECT: Public Works & Water Operations Monthly Status Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Public Works & Water Operations Departments Monthly Status Report includes an 
extensive summary of the monthly activity of all divisions within the Departments.  This report 
also provides information regarding key projects and/or activities throughout the month. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the month of February and all project 
related information is current as of 2/29/2020. 
 
 
 
     Prepared by: Frank Sypeck 
     Title  Public Works Administration 
 
 
     Reviewed by: Benny Googe 
     Title  Public Works Director 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 
 

 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Public Works Department 
Monthly Status Report 

Summary – February 2020 
 
Operations & Maintenance 
 
Public Works personnel completed 6 Resident Requests, making 85 Work Orders for the month 
of February.  They included: 

Storm Drainage: 
 Ditch Maintenance (Backhoe):  3,411 feet 
 Canal Maintenance (Kubota Sidecutter):  0 miles (out for repair)  
 Underground stormwater utility point repairs:  0 feet pipe repair, multiple storm drains and 

inverts cleaned 
 Storm Drains Vacuumed: $0 (3rd Party) 

 
Streets: 
 $8,587 for 3rd party street/asphalt repairs (Minus) 
 About 902 miles of shoulder maintenance   
 Dirt/gravel roads scraped/graded, millings added: Davis, Burgess, Kelly Hill, Deloach, 

Hawkinsville 
 Minor pothole/asphalt repair by staff (1st, 2nd, 3rd, Big Hill, Hawkinsville, PD Thomas, Prosperity) 

 
Street Sweeping: 
 80 miles  

 
Signs & Markings: 
 2 Knockdowns/replacements/cleaned/new (Bowman, Lynn, Azalea) 

 
Street Lights: 
 1 Street light outage/replacements – Griffin Ave. (Reported to Georgia Power)  
 0 New Street light requests  

 
Mixed Dry Trash Collection by City: 
 0 Tons Collected Total Mixed Dry Trash ($66.55 / ton)  
 0 Tons Collected YTD taken to Savannah Regional Landfill 
 0 Truckloads Dry Trash taken to Savannah Inert Landfill 
 0 Truckloads Dry Trash YTD taken to Savannah Inert Landfill 

 
Trees: 
 $2,000 spent for tree removal, tree trimming, and debris removal (Nelson @ Bishop) (3rd Party) 

 
Other: 
   

 
 
 
 



 

Fleet Maintenance 
 
During the month of February, the Shop serviced and/or repaired 58 city vehicles/apparatus & 
equipment for a current annual total of 109. 
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February's Top Service Requests

Dry Trash Removal

Trash/Debris Pickup

Pothole Repair

Ditch Cleaning

Signage

41%

23%

14%

13%

9%

February's Top Work Order Types

Grass Cutting

Trash/Debris Pickup

Road Maintenance

Ditch Cleaning

Street Sweeping

Service Request – Every time a request for Public Works service is made by phone call, written request, 
email request, or an actual one-on-one request to a PW employee, a “Service Request” is generated.  This 
builds a computerized record of all requests made.  

Work Order – A “work order” is created each time a work crew or individual is assigned a task either 
because of service requests, pre-planned maintenance projects, or by other situations as they arise.  
This produces a database of work accomplished and the time and materials it took to do the work. 



Summary – February 2020 
 
Water Operations & Maintenance 
 

 92 Service Orders were received, and >>>>>>>> 
Water/Sewer crews handled 133 total. 

41 Work Orders 

for the month of February . They included:  
 
Water: 20 Work Orders 
 

 Produced 24.753 Million gallons of drinking water for the month 

 
 Hydrant Services 

•  0 Hydrant Replacements 
•  0 Hydrant Repairs 

 Water Line Services 
•  13 Lateral Line Repairs, Installs, Replacements, and Maintenance  
•  2 Main Line Repairs, Installs, Replacements, and Maintenance   

 Water Valve Services 
•  145 Located services (Continued marking for major projects - new gas mains 

and services, other projects on Main St., fiber optic installation on 
Highway 80 from Chatham Pkwy to Burnsed Blvd. and all of 3rd St., and the 
Mega Rail/Bridge project) 

•  0 Valve Replacements 
•  2 Valve Installations 
•  59 Water Cut-Ons 
•  72 Reconnects– Delinquent Water Bills 
•  78 Water Cut-Offs 

 Meter Services 
•  0 Meter and MXU investigations 
•  4 Maintenance services 
•  2 Meter and MXU replacements 
•  123 City initiated Re-Reads 
•  0 Customer Requested Re-Reads 
•  0 Corrected Readings 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ Meter investigations consist of checking meters for accuracy and checking for 
leaks as requested by residents. 

∗ Maintenance Services consist of repairs made for leaks at the meter, register 
repairs, box or lid replacements, as well as, requested cleaning services for 
apartments. 

∗ City initiated Re-Reads occur any time a meter reader is requested to re-read a 
meter to confirm a high or low bill and, if needed, to give a courtesy notification of 
a possible leak.  A re-read does not necessarily indicate a problem with the reading 
or the meter. 

∗ Corrected Readings are any time after a re-read there is a change needed. 



 
Sewer: 21 Work Orders, including 
 
 Sewer Cleanout Services 

•  0 Repairs 
•  2 Replacements 

 Gravity Main Services 
•  0 Inspections          
•  2 Repair  
•  0 Sanitary Sewer Overflow Event  

 Sewer Lateral Services 
•  8 Blockages Cleared 
•  3 Lateral Repairs 

 Manhole Services (flushing & repairs) 
•  6 Inspections and Maintenance 
•  0 Repairs 

 
 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and Water System 

• ClearWater Solutions (CWS) has submitted the MOR for water, DMR for wastewater, and all 
paperwork pertaining to them for the month. 

• The treatment plant treated and discharged a total daily average of 1.4 MGD for the month. 
• The water system withdrew a total of 24.753 MG from well facilities and used 0.207 MG from 

Savannah I & D purchase system (Town Center Water System). 
• During the month 8,957 lbs. dry solids were removed from the WPCP. 
• The in-house laboratory continued to analyze most all NPDES permit and process control tests, 

except the annual tests that are contracted with EPD. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:  03-11-2020 
 
SUBJECT: Police Department Monthly Status Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Police Department Monthly Status Report includes an extensive summary of the monthly 
activity of the divisions within the Department.  This report also provides information regarding 
key items of interest and/or activities throughout the month. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the month of February 2020. 
 
      Prepared by: Angela S. Zipperer  
      Title:  Executive Assistant to 
        Gilbert C. Ballard 
        Chief of Police  
 
 
      Reviewed by: Gilbert C. Ballard   
      Title:  Chief of Police 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 

 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Police Department 
Monthly Status Report 

Summary – February 2020  
 Operations 

 
Calls for Service  
 
There was a total of 1,821 calls for service and self-initiated activity in the month of February 
2020, for a total of 4,316 calls for service year to date. 
 
 Current month’s calls included: 
 
Offenses: 
Assault  17     Burglary 3                               
Robbery 3     Larceny 22        
M.V. Theft 9                Narcotics 5               
Rape  0               Murder 0                      
All Others 1,707                              Accidents 55 
 
 
Adult & Juvenile Arrest/Charge Summary 
The following is the total of Adult and Juvenile Arrests made by this department this month.  
These statistics represent arrests made for Criminal Code as well as Municipal Ordinance 
violations.  

 
 
Arrests 
Adult Arrests      Juvenile Arrests 
61       2      
         
            
  
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
The graph below is a visual summary of the Current Month’s Top 6 Criminal Violations.  

 
 
 
Current Month’s Top 6 Criminal Violations by District 
 
Mayor Bethune and Mayor Pro Tem/Council Member at Large Kicklighter 
 
  Daniel  Ruiz  Morris  Lassiter, Jr. Tice  

District 1 District 2 District 3  District 4 District 5 
 

Assault 4  5  1  0  7    
   
Larceny 4  0  4  3  11   
              
Burglary 0  0  0  0  3   
             
Narcotics 1  1  0  2  1    
 
Robbery 3  0  0  0  0 
 
Auto Theft 4  2  1  0  2 
 
Rape  0  0  0  0  0 
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Traffic Violations 
There was a total of 973 traffic violations during the month of February 2020.  They included: 
 
Traffic Citations Issued 
Speeding Violations      452   Fatalities   0   
Written Warnings  244   Miscellaneous Citations 235          
Seat Belt Violations  22            Total Citations   973       
DUI’s    7                                   
 
Commercial Vehicle Unit(s) Citations Issued  
 
Total Citations Issued  13         
 
 
The graph below is a visual summary of the Current Month’s Top 4 Traffic Violations. 

_  
 

 
Open Records Request 
The Garden City Records Clerk received and processed 294 Open Records request for the 
month of February 2020.  A total of 712 Open Records Request have been processed from 
January 1, 2020 to February 29, 2020.  
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1%3%
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Code Enforcement  

 Dates for this summary are February 2020 

Cases in Compliance     52      

Illegal Signs Removed    16      

Property/Violation Re-inspection’s   169       

Properties Maintained in Lieu of Liens  0  

Notice of Violations Issued    74   

Court Cases Pending     3     

Vehicles Tagged for Tow    9  

Vehicles Removed/Remediated by or 3rd Party 6  

Vehicles Towed     3  

Roll-out Cart Violations    6  

Business License Inspections   2  

Storm Water Inspections    27  

 

Municipal Court Summary 
During the month of February 2020, the Garden City Municipal Court handled 1,125 cases for a 
current annual total of 3,064 cases.   
 
 Total Traffic Citations and Criminal Cases handled in court   809   
 Total Traffic Citations and Criminal Cases passed to another court date 232   
 Cases issued probation                                 84 

  
 
 
Training 
During the month of February 2020, police personnel reported a total of 147 hours of training 
resulting in an average of 4.32 hours of training per Officer. Some of the special training classes 
the officers attended during the month of February were: Sexual Assault, Dick Van Leenen 
Police Dog Seminar/Training       
 



 
Items of Interest for February 2020 

• The Chief attended the GACP Winter Conference at Jekyll Island on the 
10th and 11th of February. 

• The Police Department had a Promotion & Appointment Ceremony on the 
20th of February. Officer Buchanan, Brennaman and Desarden were 
promoted to the rank of Corporal and Lt Brian Hood was appointed to the 
rank of Captain. 

• The Police Department held four Cops at Bus Stops events. 
• Officer O’Neal attended Career Day at Gould Elementary School. 
• Larry Jones retired on February 14, 2020 and was recognized by Council 

for his 23 years of service with the City. 
  
 

   



  

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: March 17, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Fire Department February 2020 Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Fire Department Monthly Status Report includes an extensive summary of the monthly 
activity of the divisions within the Department. This report also provides information regarding 
key items of interest and/ or activities throughout the month. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the Month(s) of February of 2020, and all 
related information is current as of   March 3, 2020. 
 
 
 
      Prepared by: Scott Kimball 
      Title   Assistant to 
        Corbin Medeiros 
        Chief of Fire 
 
      Reviewed by: Corbin Medeiros 
      Title  Chief of Fire 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 

REPORT TO NOVEMBEROR AND CITY 
COUNCIL 
REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Calls for Service in February of 2020 

 
 There was a total of 143 calls for service in the month of February, 2020, for a total of 
330 calls for service year to date. 
 
 Current month’s calls included: 
 

Incident Type: 
 

Fire Incidents 4  Good Intent 11    
Fire Responder 110  False Alarm                        4  
Vehicle Accident 12  Service Call   8  
Hazardous Incident 
Weather Related                     

  0 
  0               

   Inspections/ Pre-Plan 
  Public Education  
    

14 
   2 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The graph below is a visual summary of the Current Month’s Fire Service Calls. 
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Department Activities/ Events 
  
Department Training 
In February fire personnel reported a total of 237.19 hours of training resulting in an average of 
13.17 hours of training per Firefighter. 
 
Georgia Firefighter Recognition Day 
Assistant Chief Lewis, Captains Johnson, Captain Nevarez, and Safety Officer Kimball attended 
Georgia Firefighter Recognition Day and  were sworn in as State Fire Marshals int the State 
Capital. 
 
Haz Mat Awareness/Ops Core   
Captains Roberts attended Haz Mat Awareness/Ops Core at the GPSTC campus in Forsyth.  

 Pressurized Container Live Fire Instructor 
Captain Johnson and FF Hornick attended Pressurized Container Live Fire Instructor at the 
Effingham Training Center complex in Effingham Co. 
 
Fire Marshal’s Office 
Chief Medeiros appointed Carlos Nevarez to Captain Deputy Fire Marshal. 
We conducted 11 fire inspections issued 3 certificates of occupancy and conducted 3 fire plan 
reviews.  
 
 

Community Relations Activities/Events 

Senior Center Blood Pressure Checks 
During the month of February, the Department continued conducting weekly blood pressure 
checks at the Senior Center on Tuesdays. This activity continues with a great response. 
 
Department Instructed CPR Class 
During the month February, the department American Heart Association Training Site 
conducted Heart Saver First Aid /CPR AED (3 classes) for a total of 17 students and BLS (2 
classes) for a total of 13 students. 

 
 
 

 
                                                                

                                                                      



 

 

                                                                                Looking Ahead 

 
 Bringing more state certified training to the City of Garden City which will be made 

available to surrounding municipalities and the Georgia Port Authority. 
 Assisting and attending state certified classes that are offered in surrounding 

municipalities. 
 Broadening the community outreach with continued programs such as Remembering 

When, community CPR classes, the smoke detector program, and Close Before you 
Doze. 

 Pursuing various grants for department equipment. 
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